Debunking Pet Overpopulation

Crunching the Numbers: The Louisville Equation  
The following are according to the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2008 estimated numbers:

713,877 Louisville/Jefferson County population – as of July 2008 
(Currently known as Louisville-Jefferson County Metro Government) 

1,244,696 – in the Metropolitan area  population
(Not to be confused with Louisville Metro) 

17,000 animals arrive at Metro Animal Services yearly 
(The average is closer to 14,000 but we’re going on the high end for argument’s sake) 
· This 17,000 includes animals that are…

· Turned in due to family issues

· Can decrease this # with pet retention program 

· Lost animals 

· Can descrease # w/proactive program to reunite families w/pets

· Animals that are already being adopted 

· So a portion are already going to homes 


· Untreatably Sick or Injured

· must be put down

· Animals found dangerous 

· must be put down 

BUT, if we had no help or other options and HAD to save ALL 17,000 – we’d need just under 2.4% of Louisville metro residents (2.4% of 713, 877 = 17,133) to adopt from Metro Animal Services. That’s workable, don’t you think? 

As we mentioned, a portion of that less than 2.4% of adopters are already coming into the shelter and/or can be lowered by pet retention programs and reuniting families with pets. To get the rest of that number only takes getting the word out while putting in place proactive and forward thinking programs that make the public the shelter’s ally rather than enemy. 
Crunching the Numbers: The National Picture
The following was taken from a June 29, 2009 blog by Nathan Winograd that author of Redemption, the foremost books for the No Kill equation.  He served under the director of the first “official” No Kill shelter which was in San Francisco.  He later went onto a rural shelter in an effort to prove No Kill worked in a rural setting. He succeeded. 
How many dogs and cats enter shelters annually? 8 million. (Some put it as low as 6 million, but I am going to use a “worst case” scenario.)

Of those how many are savable? 90 percent or just over 7 million.

Of those how many will be saved? 4 million.

How many of the savable animals are killed? 3 million.

How many need to find new homes? If shelters are doing their jobs comprehensively, just over 2 million (3 million on the high end). The remainder should be increased reclaims or in the case of feral cats, TNR’d.

Other than those who will adopt from a shelter as a matter of course (those saved above), how many people in the U.S. are looking to bring a new dog or cat into their home next year but have not decided where they will get the animal and can be influenced to adopt from a shelter? 17 million. So, 17 million people for 2-3 million dogs and cats.

Has this happened anywhere? Yes, there are many communities which have hit the 90th percentile in save rates.

How long did it take them? They did it virtually overnight when leadership committed to the No Kill philosophy and passionate about saving lives replaced long standing bureaucrats mired in defeatism and excuse making.

Why don’t shelters do better? A failure of leadership among the national animal welfare groups such as ASPCA and HSUS, a crisis of uncaring among shelter managers, unfettered discretion to avoid putting in place the programs and services that save lives, and the built in excuse of pet overpopulation.

